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Further Investigating the Predictors of Aggressive Driving: Vulnerable narcissism, implicit selfesteem, and rebelliousness
Cassidy Kost
Aggressive driving behaviours (e.g., speeding, horn-honking, tailgating, etc.) are prevalent on
our roads and contribute to many vehicle accidents. The current study investigated the
constituents of narcissism, self-esteem, and rebelliousness, and their relation to aggressive
driving. Previous research has linked aggressive driving with narcissism, self-esteem, and
rebelliousness as singular concepts; however, the subtypes have not been examined. More
specifically, this study investigated vulnerable narcissism, implicit self-esteem, and both
proactive and reactive rebelliousness. An online survey consisting of an implicit association test
and questionnaires assessing the other constructs was administered to 194 participants. Results
showed that vulnerable narcissism and both types of rebelliousness predicted aggressive driving
behaviour. Explicit and implicit self-esteem were not significantly associated with aggressive
driving. Mediation analyses showed that both proactive and reactive rebelliousness partially
mediated the relationship between vulnerable narcissism and aggressive driving. Additionally,
grandiose and vulnerable narcissism were significantly correlated with both proactive and
reactive rebelliousness. The findings of this study suggest that vulnerable narcissism and both
types of rebelliousness play a significant role in aggressive driving behaviours. The results
highlight the importance of examining narcissism and self-esteem as their separate constituents
as opposed to singular constructs.
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